and several of them had been through the Petsamo cam-
paign right from the start when the Russians broke through
on November the 29th to commence the first fighting in the
Finnish war. They had many stories to tell of the rear-
guard action which the Finns had fought in their retreat.
Stories such as the one when* having no anti-tank guns*
they scored a direct hit on a Russian tank at six hundred
yards with a field gun. And they particularly enjoyed
telling of the booby-traps which they had left behind them.
At one place there had been a sauna—the steam bath
which I have already described. They left this place mined
and when the Russians arrived and went to have a bath
the mines began to go off. There was a gravel pit nearby
and they took cover in it, but the Finns had foreseen this
move and this too was mined.
As I say, nothing spectacular has happened on this front
for about a month. The Russians retired a few kilometres
from the farthest point south which they reached, and they
have settled themselves down there, but they are given very
little peace by the Finnish ski-patrols which are constantly
frustrating their attempts to build anything at all permanent
in the way of barracks or fortifications. The Russians, not
knowing the country, keep very near the Arctic Highway
and their lines stretch a few kilometres on either side of it;
between their lines and the Finnish lines, which are about
the same length, is a no-man's-land of an average width
of four miles. That is where this front differs from the
others in which the two lines are quite close together. And
it is in this no-man's-land that Russian and Finnish ski
patrols are constantly meeting each other as they glide
silently through the forest in their white clothes. The
Russians are using tanks a good deal here and they have
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